
THE DOCTORAL PROGRAMME
IN ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

Plan your future - Become a Doctoral Student at the FELU

Become actively involved with other renowned academic institutions.
The Faculty of Economics of the University of Ljubljana is a member of the European Doctoral Programmes 
Association in Management and Business Administration (‘EDAMBA’) and a member of the Central and South-East 
European PhD Network (‘CESEENET’).

Acquire useful knowledge and a wide range of specialisations.
The Doctoral Programme at the FELU takes into account the specifications of PhDs- small groups of students, 
thorough fundamental knowledge, and a variety of specialisations.

Surround yourself with the best researchers.
A close relationship with the Doctoral Summer School, which brings together the best researchers; both from the 
area of methodology (quantitative or qualitative) as from the area of substantive areas.

Earn your doctorate degree at a highly renowned faculty.
The FELU is the only school in South east Europe that has been awarded the EQUIS, AACSB and AMBA international 
accreditations (“triple Crown School”). This achievement ranks the FELU among the top 1% of business and 
economic schools in the world.



The Faculty of Economics University of Ljubljana offers the 
Doctoral programme in Economics and Business, which is 
comparable to the best Doctoral Programmes in the EU in terms 
of structure and organisation.

The programme is designed for those wanting to perfect their 
skills with the latest scientific knowledge and deepen their 
understanding in the field of qualitative and quantitative analysis 
and analytical tools. Students can work closely with mentors and 
other students and faculty within their areas of specialisation. 
Students have several opportunities for obtaining a scholarship 
through programmes such as University in Ljubljana Scholarship 
Programme, Erasmus Mundus Programme, Slovene Human 
Resources Development Programme, Marie Sklodowska-Curie 
Actions research fellowship, DAAD, German Academic Exchange 
Service.

Academic requirements consist of 60 ECTS from organised 
courses and 120 ECTS from dissertation work and a dissertation 
defence.

Doctoral students may choose from Economics or Business 
Track:

STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME CONTENT

Economics Track

Majors:

Economics 
International Economics
Money and Finance

Business Track 

Majors:

Management and Organization
Marketing
Financial Management
Accounting
Entrepreneurship
Tourism
International Business
Information Management
Operations Research
Business Logistics

 0-18

 0-12

Major seminars* (each from 3 to 10 ECTS)

Individual forms of study* (participation in academic 

conferences,workshops, doctoral and research seminars)

Work on dissertation up to 60 ECTS, 2nd year

ECTS     2nd YEAR: 60 ECTS

Major seminars and/or individual forms of study*

Work on dissertation up to 60 ECTS, 3rd year
* Each student must complete major seminars totaling at least 18 ECTS credits and
   individual forms of study totaling at least 12 ECTS credits.

ECTS     3rd YEAR: 60 ECTS
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Core subjects:

Research Skills

Philosophy and Theory of Science in Economics and Business

Methodological foundations

(Courses selected by the candidate - totaling at least 18 ECTS credits)

Mathematics for Economics and Business

Probability and Statistics

Advanced Econometrics

Panel Data Econometrics

Applied Time Series Analysis

Regression Models in Economics and Business

Theory and Application of Quantitative Research

Theory and Application of Qualitative Research

Elective methodological courses

Work on dissertation up to 30 ECTS, 1st year

ECTS     1st year: 60 ECTS, ORGANISED FORMS OF STUDY 30 ECTS



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

SELECTION CRITERIA

PROGRAMME DURATION

ACADEMIC TITLE

Anyone who has completed one of the following can enrol in the doctoral programme:

• graduate study programme;
• study programme for university education (adopted prior to June 11, 2004);
• study programme for specialisation and professional programme (if completed academic requirement set by the programme 

of 36 ECTS);
• Master’s Degree Programme or study programme for specialisation and university education (upon entering the programme, 

students are awarded 60 ECTS credits pursuant to the regulations);
• study programme regulated by EU directives, or any other uniform Master’s Degree Programme with an equivalent of 300 

ECTS.

Candidates with foreign qualifications are required to apply for recognition of their entry qualifications.

Based on the number of available advisors, the Research and Doctoral Studies Committee defines the enrolment limits for 
individual majors.

The following criteria are observed in the selection of 
applicants:

• success in the master’s programme; success in the 
undergraduate programme; scholarly research potential;

• the student’s motivation;
• the student’s research work to date (published articles and 

other publications);
• other criteria (e.g., GMAT or GRE scores, awards, 

recognitions, etc.).

The doctoral programme lasts three years (six semesters). To 
complete the doctoral dissertation, a student has four years 
available from the time the University of Ljubljana confirms the 
topic.

When he/she has fulfilled all of the educational and research 
requirements defined by the academic programme, a student 
in the Doctoral Programme in Economics and Business receives 
the Slovenian title doktor znanosti/doktorica znanosti. The 
Slovenian abbreviation dr. (Dr.) may then be written before his/
her name.



Contacts 
University of Ljubljana
Faculty of Economics
Kardeljeva ploščad 17
SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Phone: +386 1 5892 400
info@ef.uni-lj.si
www.ef.uni-lj.si/en

Programme Coordinator
Mateja Drnovšek, PhD
Phone: +386 1 5892 613
mateja.drnovsek@ef.uni-lj.si

Student Managers
Petra Vranješ
Phone: +386 1 5892 617
petra.vranjes@ef.uni-lj.si

Lidija Urek
Phone: +386 1 5892 552
lidija.urek@ef.uni-lj.si

LinkedIn Facebook Twitter

Tina Šegota
Teaching Assistant (Academic Unit for Economics),
Bachelor of Communication Science,  PhD student at FELU.

I found FELU’s PhD studies to represent a perfect synergy of theory, methodology and practice. From the very 
beginning of our doctoral studies, I was encouraged to think critically of the theoretical and methodological 
approaches to the academic research through various courses and research seminars lectured by FELU and 
international academics. Moreover, it is the international experience that I found it is highly encouraged at FELU.

Riste Ichev
PhD student at FELU.

The University as well as the PhD program are multicultural, open, committed to research at the highest standards. 
I would say the best thing about being here is the scientific environment, especially the supportive training at the 
PhD level-because of its general applicability. Of course, developing expertise in my specific field of research is the 
other big benefit.

Ani Gerbin
Project Manager at the Center for Proteomics, University of Rijeka Faculty of Medicine, Croatia.

Considering my full-time employment in Croatia, the availability of a part-time study was of great relevance. The 
Programme has exceeded my expectations as it has offered a variety of courses in the area of my interest (both 
mandatory and elective), lecturers with excellent track record available for individual consultations, access to all 
relevant research databases as well as outstanding mentorship in the dissertation writing and scientific publishing 
process.

Besfort Ahmeti
Teaching Assistant at University “Haxhi Zeka”, Peja, Kosovo, PhD student at FELU.

Doing a PhD is not easy. However, what I like about the doctoral programme here at FELU is that it is designed 
to keep us going, pushing us to constantly progress and proving us with all the necessary tools along the way. 
The doctoral programme offers brilliant networking opportunities by having collaborations with a vast amount of 
renowned universities/institutions and exposing us to top-notch local and international researchers, field experts, 
and business professionals. 


