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Seminar summary 

Management and other social science researchers are increasingly using digital methods for 

analysing text. Methods like topic modeling and sentiment analysis have started to 

proliferate in recent years, yet their use is still in its infancy. The seminar will provide an 

introduction to these cutting edge methods and equip students with skills to start their own 

text analysis projects.  

Seminar objectives 

• Provide an overview of general principles of digital content analysis. 

• Introduce students to the diverse digital methods of analysing text. 

• Increase awareness of the challenges of current state-of-the-art methods of analysing 

text. 

• Provide hands-on introduction to the process of digital text analysis. 

Prerequisites 

There are no prerequisites required. Part of the seminar will use R for analysis so it is 

desirable if students have basic knowledge of R. It is not essential to have good knowledge 

as the code for text analysis will be provided and will require only modest changes. If 

students wish to use another software, they will be able to use trial version of Leximancer 

for the workshop instead of R. 

Students are advised to install R Studio on their laptops before the seminar. 

Learning methods and schedule 

The seminar will be a combination of lectures, discussions, critical analysis and hands-on 

training in analysing data.  

Tentative outline: 

Day 1:  

- Introduction to digital content analysis 
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- Overview of methods for text analysis (topic modeling, sentiment analysis, natural 

language processing, …) 

- Analysis of published papers that used digital methods for text analysis 

- Overview of software packages commonly used for text analysis 

Day 2: 

- Hands-on training for analysing text (in R or other software package) 

- Overview of the challenges of using digital text analysis methods 

Evaluation 

Students will need to prepare a research proposal (1000-1500 words) that includes the 

following: 

- Motivation for research 

- Research questions 

- Potential contributions to the literature 

- Short literature review 

- Descriptions of methods that will be used 

- How data will be acquired 

The deadline for submission will be two weeks after the seminar. 
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Additional readings will be given before seminar start. 

 


